
















A Charly





Pour aborder les problèmes de la transition entre l'âge du Bronze et celui du Fer et de l'apparition
ensuite de nouvelles entités politiques sur le plateau anatolien, nous avons fait en premier lieu
une présentation de la géographie de la région.

Le second chapitre traite de l'historique des recherches sur le sujet avant et après la seconde
guerre mondiale. Un sous chapitre est consacré à la présentation des dernières données.

Les sources écrites classiques, égyptiennes, assyriennes, bibliques, cunéiformes et
hiéroglyphiques et phrygiennes ont fourni des renseignements provenant de secteurs
géographiques et de périodes différents.

L'architecture de l'habitat et la stratigraphie ont été étudiée pour les périodes des XIIe-IXe

siècles et IXe-VIIIe siècles. La première partie, encore en cours d'étude, n'a produit que des
données partielles. Un point a été réalisé sur les dernières avancées en matière de datation
dendrochronologique.

L'architecture et les pratiques funéraires ont surtout été examinées du point de vue phrygien
au travers des sites de Gordion et Ankara.

La sculpture a été brièvement évoquée au travers des façades monumentales, des reliefs
rupestres, des stèles, des orthostates et sculptures en ronde bosse.

Le chapitre le plus important concerne la céramique, il a été divisé en deux avant et après le
IXe siècle. Nous avons tenté d'établir une typologie de l'ensemble des productions connues et
d'établir de grands ensembles. Plusieurs régions de Gordion, d'Ali#ar, de Bo#azköy, de Konya et
du sud-est du plateau se sont dessinées pour la période des IXe et VIIIe siècles.

Un chapitre a été consacré à dresser un inventaire des petits objets : pesons et fusaïoles,
glyptique, petite statuaire, en métal (bronze et fer), en os, en bois, en pierre, en verre et tissus.Il a
été très difficile de tirer des conclusions de cet inventaire.

Le dernier chapitre présente notre interprétation des données examinées dans les chapitres
précédents.





The Anatolian plateau from the end of the Hittite empire until the Cimmerians invasions. XIIth-
VIIth c. B.C.

The topic of the thesis is the transition between the Bronze Age and the Iron Age, XIIth-Xth
c. B.C. and the emerging of several new political entities on the Anatolian Plateau, Xth-VIIIth c.

We examined successively:

Discipline : Archéologie du Proche-Orient Ancien

Mots clés : Anatolie Centrale, Transition âge du Bronze-âge du Fer, Phrygie, Tabal, Ali#ar,
architecture, stratigraphie, céramique, écritures.
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”The goal of archaeology is to recover the past: evidence for the way people
lived, what they thought, and who they were. But what we find are objects. These
objects are important, and, in the absence of literature, they are all we have. They
can easily become the focus of our study _we classify them, analyse them, and
evaluate their quality; the study of the objects becomes an end in itself, and often
we learn little about the people who made and appreciated them. Sometimes _but
rarely_ we are lucky enough to find evidence of the personalities of the people
themselves.” 13
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« Cette valeur exprime bien la massivité et la faible aération du relief de la
péninsule, où des chaînes périphériques enserrent de hauts plateaux intérieurs. »
14
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“Thus the central massif is by no means uniform in structure or relief. In addition
to the large high-level plains which dominate the central part of the region there
are also numerous elevated plateaux and mountain ranges of varied origin and
rock type.” 20
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“It is a completely safe assumption that, at the start of the post-Glacial epoch,
forests covered a considerably larger, and steppes a much smaller area than
now.” 37
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“Tales of early migration both ways across the Hellespont and the Bosphorus, all
that we can with any certainty infer is, a certain measure of affinity among the
population of Thrace and Asia Minor.” 63

“The movement of great masses of European tribes in a southerly and easterly
direction was beginning to be felt by the inhabitants of the Balkans, who were
forced to set out in a double stream of emigration - one crossing the Bosphorus
and the Propontis towards the centre of Asia Minor, while the other made for what
was later known as Greece Proper, by way of passes over Olympus and Pindus.
The nations who had hitherto inhabitated these regions now found themselves
thrust forward by the pressure of invading hordes, and were constrained to move
towards the south and east by every avenue which presented itself. It was
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probably the irruption of the Phrygians into the high table-land which gave rise to
the general exodus of these various nations.” 65

“The Phrygians... migrated from the mountains of Armenia” 67



















“Jusqu'à aujourd'hui la seule preuve archéologique de cette invasion des
peuples du Sud-Est européen en Asie Mineure mentionnée par les sources
écrites a été fournie par les fouilles de Troie, où on a mis au jour dans les
couches VII B 2 de la poterie dite Buckelkeramik représentant le style
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caractéristique des pays macédoniens.“ 145

“A partir du milieu du VIIe siècle, avec le commencement de l'importation
grecque, l'influence de la civilisation hellénique sur les Phrygiens devient plus
efficace, de sorte que l'art phrygien se transforme en un style provincial de l'art
grec.” 148

“On peut se demander si les traits communs aux vases grecs et phrygiens ne
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s'expliquent pas par la commune appartenance de ces céramiques à un style
géométrique, dont le domaine a couvert, à la fin du IIe millénaire et au début du
Ier millénaire avant l'ère chrétienne, une grande partie du Proche-Orient et de
l'Europe centrale et méridionale.” 152
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“The nomadic impact at Gordion, since it left behind no traces of its own culture
nor any enduring influence on the local sense, was entirely destructive.” 159
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“The Mushki were newcomers in this area, but it is unlikely that we can see their
20.000 warriors of the twelfth century as identical with Macedonian Phrygians
who would have fought their way through the remnants of the Hittite Empire from
the Trojan coast to the Tigris, changing their name in the process. The
association Mushki and Kashka seems more probable, suggesting a northeast
Anatolian origin for these two groups of anti-Hittite forces.“ 168
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“Between the twelfth and ninth centuries B.C. the empire of the Phrygians, Muski
and Tabal spread southwards over the whole of the vast Anatolian plateau. Tabal
seems to represent the older Luwian elements that survived the Hittite collapse
north of the Taurus, and to have been the new name particularly adapted for the
area formerly called “Lower Land” by the Hittites.” 178
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“Sans doute sera-t-on bien avisé de parler dans le cas du style “féodal” d'Ali#ar
d'une création indigène.” 184
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“All his efforts were invested in a last-ditch attempt to halt a most unconventional
and elusive enemy, who invaded the long shores of the Eastern Mediterranean
and gradually cut off Hatti from her Syrian allies and from her desperatly needed
food supplies. At this stage, Hatti could no longer profit from the temporary
weakness of Assur at the end of Tukulti-Ninurta's reign and immediately
thereafter. Starved and exhausted by the futile struggle against the sea-borne
enemy in the south, she became an easy prey for the hordes of the Kaska and the
Muski sweeping in from north and west.“ 190
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“On available evidence the presence of Phrygians in Anatolia remains unproven
before 1000 or 900 B.C. at the earliest -the passage of the Iliad is anachronistic.“
192
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“Some scholars contend that sites south of the Halys, even those with Phrygian
writing (Tyana) and pottery (Kültepe, Göllüda#, Tepeba#lar#, Porsuk) are in Tabal
and they may not properly be designated Phrygian.“ 201
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“L'installation des Phrygiens sur le site s'est faite de façon progressive et
pacifique : aucune couche de destruction n'est observable sous le niveau où
apparaît leur poterie grise caractéristique.“ 204
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“D'où l'existence, dans cette marche cappadocienne, de documents officiels en
langue et écriture phrygiennes ; l'alphabet en est, comme on l'attend à l'époque
de Midas de type archaïque, dépourvu notamment de yod.“ 211
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“For it seems at least as likely that much of the eastern wealth accumulated in the
city was the result of a kind of diplomatic protocol between Phrygian and North
Syrian heads of state. One might even think of the exchange of gifts between
Pisiris and Midas up until 717 when Carchemish was annexed by Sargon.“ 230
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“The Late Bronze ceramic sequence, as analysed by Ann Gunter, extends
typologically to the end of the Hittite Empire, suggesting that Anatolians
continued to occupy the site at least until the Hittite collapse, c. 1200 B.C. In the
absence of a clear stratigraphical marker in the limited soundings to indicate
either abandonment or destruction, an integrated Euro-Anatolian community is
possible. Indirect ceramic evidence could suggest a cultural overlap.“ 238
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“Cependant, il est certain qu’après la fin de la capitale officielle et après la
disparition de la cour, une collectivité hittite a mené une vie modeste dans
l'ancienne résidence de Hattuša. Etaient-ce des survivants de la ville elle-même
ou des environs qui tiraient profit de ce que les ruines de la grande ville
recélaient ?“ 258







“The strength of Hatti was a great source of stability in the East Mediterranean
and the Near East. It will be part of my argument that the disappearance of this
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power around 1200 was a major cause of the long Dark Age that followed.” 282

“The fluted and knobbed pots came out of the south-eastward movement of
Hungarian ‘Gava’ urnfields, along the lower Danube and into north-western
Bulgaria.” 287
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“Whatever the last act at Troy was, it was witnessed by Thracian tribesmen from
north of the Rhodope. These tribes played some still undetermined part in the
rise of the Phrygians, and they controlled the ore deposits of Rhodope.” 288
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“By the process of elimination we have seen that neither the Ali#ar IV nor the
black-on-red and black-on-white wares can be claimed as genuine Phrygian and
their presence at Phrygian sites must be explained by trade.” 324
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“Sans être de première importance, le site a, de toute façon, joué sans conteste
un rôle qui dépasse sa taille effective : tour à tour forteresse hittite tournée vers
le Kizzuwatna, avant-poste cilicien orienté vers le plateau, place forte d'un
royaume néo-hittite, avant de finir, beaucoup plus tard, comme colonie romaine, il
occupe de fait une position stratégique qui a toujours été le facteur déterminant
de son histoire.“ 350
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“I wanted to look for parallels outside the area, establish the direction of any
influence and then to test the pottery groups against physical boundaries and
consider their relationship, if any, to known political boundaries.“ 367
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“Au cours des vingt dernières années, l'archéologie a profondément remis en
cause le travail de générations de savants qui cherchaient à expliquer avant tout
en termes de migrations, les mutations observées dans les documents
archéologiques. Or, on estime maintenant que ces types de poteries, si
minutieusement étudiées autrefois, ne désignent pas à coup sûr des groupes
humains spécifiques -les récipients peuvent avoir été échangés, ou leur style
adopté, sans qu'aucun changement ait eu lieu dans la population.“ 384
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“It is also true that there is no direct connection between destructions at the end
of the Late Bronze Age and the appearance of handmade burnished ware, since
both at Mycenae and Lefkandi such vases appear immediately before as well as
after the destructions in question.“ 391
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“A military explanation seems to provide all that is necessary. Shortly before
1200, barbarian raiders and pirates discovered a way to overcome the military
forces on which the eastern kingdoms relied. With that discovery, they went out
into the world and made their fortunes.“ 395
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“A fiction put forward by interested parties.” 400

“That means, it seems to me, that unless we have good evidence to the contrary -
and this article has shown that we do not - we must assume that
Phrygian-speakers were already in northwest Anatolia in the Late Bronze Age.” 404
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“Thus, sudden and significant shifts in these aspects of material culture could be
used to identify the arrival of a new ethnic group at the site.” 420

“The general affinities of the handmade pottery with alien ceramic products of
Troy Level VIIb2 have been observed by M. J. Mellink. More recent excavations of
Late Bronze and Early Iron Age levels at sites in Greece, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia
reveal a related phenomenon, whose precise relationships are beginning to be
defined and understood.“ 421

“Coexistence of Hittites and Phrygians is surely critical to the notion that Early
Iron Age pottery of handmade manufacture developed into wheelmade gray
wares primarily as a result of close contact with local potters working in Late
Bronze Age traditions.“ 422
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“Historical and ethnographic studies show that more than one ethnic or social
group (or ceramic assemblage) can be found side by side in a given geographical
region, and this is, after all, a transitional period.“ 425
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“Pottery-previously used as the primary indicator of migrations (or for that
matter, of conquest)- was seen as a very important source of information, but the
notion that ceramic traditions could be equated with ethnic groups was rejected.“
442
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“The locally produced ceramic assemblage of Level IV is very similar to the
Cilician Early Iron Age repertoire. There is no reason to doubt that the Early Iron
Age level at Porsuk follows immediately after the Hittite Empire level with no
significant time gap.“ 450
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“This narrow definition is intended to suggest an ethnic and linguistic distinction
among the Iron Age People of Central Anatolia, since it can be demonstrated that
contemporary centers on the eastern plateau were populated by Phrygians.” 461
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“It is likely that the strongest affinities of this important center in the eighth
century lay to the south in Tabal, which was in turn an upland extension of the
Syro-Hittite sphere.“ 481



“Doubtless there are distinct regional differences, but there is a strong overall
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similarity throughout this painted pottery tradition. To pick only a part of it (from
Ali#ar IV) and identify it as Mushkian (Greater Phrygian) in the absence of
corroborative evidence might be unwise.“ 495



“Comme nous l'avons écrit, les cupules, les rigoles, les vasques, parsemées ou
groupées, et les bassins formaient des lieux sacrés et servaient au culte de l'eau
étroitement lié aux rituels agraires et au culte des ancêtres chez les Hittites.“ 514
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“Ces pratiques semblent avoir été adoptées plus tard par les Phrygiens.
L'existence d'un escalier qui descend dans une citerne à Yaz#l#kaya de Midas et
le fait que la citerne soit environnée de vasques à rigoles qui ne conduisent nulle
part suggèrent les mêmes croyances.“ 515
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"Du côté de la mer sont les Cariens, les Péoliens aux arcs recourbés, les Lélèges,
les Caucônes et les Pélasges divins. Le côté de Thymbre est le lot des Lyciens,
des Mysiens altiers, des Phrygiens dompteurs de cavales, des Méoniens aux
beaux chars de combat." 531

"Tandis qu'il y songe, Phoebos Apollon s'approche de lui. Il a pris les traits d'un
mortel robuste et fort, Asios, l'oncle maternel d'Hector dompteur de cavales, le
frère d'Hécube et le fils de Dymas, qui habite en Phrygie sur les bords du
Sangare." 532

"Dans tout le pays que limitent du côté de la mer, Lesbos, séjour de Macar, et,
plus loin, la Phrygie et l'immense Hellespont, tu l'emportais sur tous par ta
richesse et tes enfants..." 533
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“When I came into Phrygia, rich in vines, Thensaw I numberless Phrygian with
their fast horses, The forces of Otrys and godlike Mygdon, Who camped along
the banks of the Sangarios. And I was their ally, along with men I had chosen,
On that day when the Amazons came, women a match for men.”535

“Une fois déjà, venu en Phrygie, terre de vignobles, j’ai vu là de grandes masses
de Phrygiens aux coursiers frémissants. C’étaient les gens d'Otrée, ceux de
Mygdon égal des dieux, alors en campagne aux bords du Sangarios. Je fus
moi-même parmi eux enrôlé comme allié, le jour où apparurent les mâles
Amazones. Mais les Phrygiens même étaient moins nombreux qu’ici ne le sont
les Achéens aux yeux vifs.” 536



538

“Les Egyptiens, avant le règne de Psammétique, se tenaient pour les plus
anciens de tous les hommes. Mais, depuis que Psammétique, devenu roi, voulut
savoir qui étaient vraiment les plus anciens, depuis lors ils tiennent les Phrygiens
pour les plus anciens qu’eux-mêmes, et eux-mêmes pour les plus anciens que les
autres. Psammétique avait beau s’informer ; il ne pouvait trouver un moyen de
savoir qui étaient les plus anciens des hommes ; voici donc ce qu’il imagina. Il
donna à un berger deux enfants nouveau-nés, fils de parents quelconques, pour
les emporter où étaient ses troupeaux et les élever comme il suit ; personne, lui
fut-il enjoint, ne devait prononcer un mot en leur présence ; ils devaient être seuls
dans une cabane solitaire ; à heure dite, le berger leur amènerait des chèvres ; et,
quand il les aurait rassasiés du lait de ces chèvres, il leur donnerait les autres
soins. Psammétique prenait ces dispositions et donnait des ordres parce qu’il
voulait savoir de ces enfants quel mot, une fois passé l’âge des cris inarticulés,
ils proféreraient en premier. Ainsi fut fait. Il y avait deux ans que le berger
exécutait ce qui vient d’être dit quand, un jour qu’il ouvrait la porte et entrait dans
la cabane, les deux enfants, se traînant à ses pieds, prononcèrent le mot bécos
en lui tendant les bras. La première fois qu’il entendit cela, le berger ne dit rien ;
mais comme il arrivait souvent, quand il venait prendre soin des enfants qu’ils
répétassent assidûment ce mot, il signala la chose à son maître, et, sur l’ordre de
ce dernier, amena les enfants devant lui. Les ayant entendu à son tour,
Psammétique rechercha quels hommes appelaient quelque chose bécos ; et ses
recherches lui firent découvrir que les Phrygiens appelaient ainsi le pain. C’est
dans ces conditions et en jugeant d’après cette aventure que les Egyptiens
reconnurent aux Phrygiens une ancienneté plus grande que la leur. Voilà
comment j’ai entendu raconter la chose par des prêtres d’Héphaïstos à Memphis ;
mais des Grecs prétendent, entre beaucoup d’autres sottises, que Psammétique
avait fait couper la langue à des femmes, et que ce fut auprès de ces femmes qu’il
fit séjourner ces enfants.“ 538
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"The Egyptians, before Psammetichus became their king, thought that they were
the oldest of mankind. But Psammetichus, when he became king, wanted to know
truly which were oldest, and from that time the Egyptians consider that the
Phrygians are older than themselves but that they, the Egyptians, are older than
anyone else. For Psammetichus, when he could not in any way discover by
inquiry which were the first people, devised the following plan. He took two
newborn children of just ordinary people and gave them to a shepherd to bring
up among his flocks. The manner of their upbringing was to be this: the king
charged that no one else of those who came face to face with the children should
utter a word and that the children should be kept in a lonely dwelling by
themselves. At a suitable time the shepherd was to bring the goats to them, give
them their fill of milk, and do all the necessary things. Psammetichus did this and
gave orders because he wished to hear from those children, as soon as they were
done with meaningless noises, which language they would speak first. This,
indeed, was what happened. For when two year had gone by, as the shepherd
was performing his tasks, he opened the door and went in, and the children
clasped his knees and reached out their hands, calling "bekos". At first, when the
shepherd heard this, he remained silent about it. But as he came constantly and
gave careful heed to the matter, this word was constantly with them. So he
signified this, to his master and at his command brought the children to his
presence. When Psammetichus himself had heard, he inquired which of mankind
called something "bekos". On inquiry he found that the Phrygians called bread
"bekos". So the Egyptians conceded act, making this their measure, judged that
the Phrygians were older than themselves. I heard this story from the priests of
Hephaestus, in Memphis." 543

"Les Phrygiens, dit-on en Macédoine, étaient appelés Briges aussi longtemps
que, vivant en Europe, ils habitaient avec les Macédoniens; c'est quand ils furent
passés en Asie que, en même temps qu'ils changeaient de pays, ils changèrent
aussi leur nom en celui de Phrygiens." 544
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"Ce Gygès est le premier Barbare à notre connaissance qui ait consacré des
offrandes à Delphes, après Midas fils de Gordias, roi de Phrygie ; Midas, lui avait
consacré le trône royal sur lequel il siégeait en public quand il rendait la justice,
objet digne d'être vu ; ce trône est déposé au même endroit que les cratères de
Gygès." 546

“Les Paphlagoniens marchaient coiffés de casques tressés ; ils avaient de petits
boucliers, des piques qui n’étaient pas longues ; avec cela, des javelots et des
poignards ; ils étaient chaussés de chaussures à la mode de leur pays, qui
montaient à mi-jambes.” 547 “L’équipement des Phrygiens se rapprochait
beaucoup de celui des Paphlagoniens ; les différences étaient peu de choses.
Les Phrygiens, dit-on en Macédoine, étaient appelés Briges aussi longtemps que,
vivant en Europe, ils habitaient avec les Macédoniens ; c’est quand ils furent
passés en Asie que, en même temps qu’ils changeaient de pays, ils changèrent
aussi leur nom en celui de Phrygiens. Les Arméniens étaient équipés comme les
Phrygiens, dont ils étaient unecolonie. Les uns et les autres avaient pour chef
Artochmès, mari d’une fille de Darius.” 548

“The Phrygians carried weapons very much like the Paphlagonian, but a little
different. The Phrygians, as the Macedonians say, were called Brigians for as
long as -being Europeans- they dwelled alongside the Macedonians; but in
crossing into Asia they changed both their locations and their name. The
Armenians were brigated next to the Phrygians, being colonists of the Phrygians.
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Of both these contingents the captain was Artochmes, son-in-law of Darius.” 549

"Ils erraient autrefois en plusieurs endroits de l'Europe, eux dont le poète fait les
alliés des Troyens sans les faire venir pour autant de la côte d'en face. Ce qu'il dit
des Phrygiens et des Mysiens remonte à une époque antérieure à la guerre de
Troie" 550

"Mais les Phrygiens étant arrivés en Thrace en traversant le détroit, <...> 551 eurent
tué <...> qui régnait sur Troie et les territoires voisins, les Phrygiens vinrent
habiter ces lieux tandis que les Mysiens émigraient en amont des sources du
Caïcos tout près de la Lydie." 552
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"Les Phrygiens étant arrivés en Thrace en traversant le détroit, les deux peuples
556 se mêlèrent. Mais après que les Éoliens eurent tué Scamandrios qui régnait
sur Troie..." 557

“Xanthus the Lydian says that after the Trojan War the Phrygians came from
Europe and from the left-hand shore of the Pontus; Skamandrios led them from
Berekynti and Askania... Xanthus writes that when the Phrygians had come over
from Thrace and killed the ruler of Troy and the adjacent lands, they settled
there.” 558

"Une partie de la Phrygie, en effet, porte le nom de Grande Phrygie, celle sur
laquelle régna Midas et dont les Galates occupèrent une portion." 560

"Mais ces territoires ont subi de telles modifications les uns par rapport aux
autres, comme nous l'avons dit souvent, que les anciens appellent Phrygie la
contrée du mont Sipyle et Phrygiens, par voie de conséquence, Tantale, Pélops et
Niobé, sans qu'on puisse savoir si cette Phrygie fait partie de la Grande ou de la
petite Phrygie : de quelque côté que soit la vérité, l'enchevêtrement est évident."
561 "Mais l'impossibilité d'y voir clair ne résulte pas seulement des vicissitudes,
elle tient aussi au désaccord des historiens, qui ne disent pas la même chose sur
les mêmes sujets, les uns appelant les Phrygiens les Troyens, à la manière des
poètes tragiques, d'autres Cariens les Lyciens, et ainsi de suite." 562



"Ce n'est pas assez pour Bacchus ; il abandonne jusqu'au pays lui-même et, suivi
d'une troupe moins barbare, il va visiter les vignobles de son cher Timolus et le
Pactole, qui pourtant, à cette époque, ne roulait point d'or et n'excitait pas encore
l'envie par la richesse de ses sables. Le cortège ordinaire du dieu, les satyres et
les bacchantes, l'accompagnent ; mais Silène est absent ; il titubait sous le poids
de l'âge et du vin, lorsque des paysans phrygiens, l'ayant surpris, l'ont conduit,
enchaîné avec des guirlandes de fleurs, au roi Midas, que le Thrace Orphée et
Eumolpe, né dans la ville de Cécrops, ont initié aux orgies. A peine Midas a-t-il
reconnu l'ami du dieu, le compagnon associé à ses mystères, qu'il célèbre
l'arrivée d'un tel hôte par des fêtes joyeuses pendant deux fois cinq jours et
autant de nuits consécutives ; déjà pour la onzième fois Lucifer, dans les cieux,
avait emmené avec lui l'armée des étoiles, lorsque le roi, tout joyeux, arrive dans
les champs de la Lydie et rend Silène au jeunedieu qui fut son nourrisson.
Celui-ci lui permet, faveur agréable mais pernicieuse, de choisir une récompense
à son goût, tant il est heureux d'avoir retrouvé celui qui l'éleva. Midas devait
abuser du cadeau : « Fais, dit-il, que tout ce que mon corps aura touché se
convertisse en or aux fauves reflets. » Liber exauce ce souhait et s'acquitte en lui
accordant unprivilège qui lui sera funeste, avec le regret qu'il n'ait pas fait un
vœu plus sage. Le héros du Bérécynthe s'en va content; il se félicita de ce qui
doit faire son malheur et, pour s'assurer que la promesse n'est pas vaine, pour
éprouver son pouvoir, il touche tout ce qu'il rencontre ; se fiant avec peine à
lui-même,il cueille sur une yeuse de faible hauteur un rameau que couvre un vert
feuillage : le rameau est devenu un rameau d'or ; il ramasse une pierre : la pierre
aussi a pris la pâle couleur de l'or ; il touche une motte de terre : à ce contact
puissant la motte devient un lingot ; il coupe des épis secs, dons de Cérès : sa



moisson était d'or ; il tient dans sa main un fruit qu'il vient de cueillir sur un arbre
on croirait que c'est un présent des Hespérides ; applique-t-il ses doigts sur les
hautes portes de son palais, on voit ces portes lancer des rayons ; quand il a
baigné ses mains dans une eau limpide, cette eau qui ruisselle de ses mains
aurait de quoi tromper Danaé. A peine peut-il lui-même contenir les espérances
qui s'offrent à son esprit ; dans son imagination il voit tout en or. Ravi d'aise, il
prend place devant la table que ses serviteurs ont chargée de mets et où abonde
le froment grillé ; mais alors, si sa main touchait les dons de Cérès, les dons de
Cérès durcissaient à l'instant ; s'il s'apprêtait à déchirer les mets d'une dent
avide, ces mets disparaissaient, dès qu'il y portait la dent sous une lame du fauve
métal; s'il mêlait à une eau pure la liqueur dudieu qui l'avait exaucé, on voyait de
l'or fondu couler entre ses lèvres ouvertes. Epouvanté d'un mal si nouveau, à la
fois riche et misérable, il ne demande plus qu'à fuir tant d'opulence et ce qu'il
avait souhaité naguère lui fait horreur. Au milieu de l'abondance, il n'a pas de
quoi apaiser sa faim ; la soif dessèche et brûle son gosier ; il maudit cet or qui lui
vaut des tourments trop mérités ; levant vers le ciel ses mains et ses bras
resplendissants : « Pardonne, s'écrie-t-il, dieu des pressoirs, ô notre père ; c'est
ma faute ; mais prends pitié de moi, je t'en supplie ; arrache-moi à ce brillant
fléau. » La puissance des dieux est indulgente ; le coupable avouait Bacchus lui
rend sa nature première et retire la faveur que fidèle à ses engagements, il lui
avait accordée : "Tu ne peux pas, lui dit-il, rester enduit de cet or que tu as si
imprudemment souhaité ; va-t'en vers le fleuve voisin de la grande ville de Sardes
et, en remontant son cours entre les hauteurs de ses bords, poursuis ta route
jusqu'à ce que tu arrives à l'endroit où il prend naissance ; alors, quand tu seras
devant sa source écumante, là où il jaillit en flots abondants, immerge ta tête
sous les eaux ; lave en même temps ton corps et ta faute. » Le roi, docile à cet
ordre, se plonge dans la source ; la vertu qu'il possède de tout changer en or
donne aux eaux une couleur nouvelle et passe du corps de l'homme dans le
fleuve ; aujourd'hui encore, pour avoir reçu le germe de l'antique filon, le sol de
ces campagnes est durci par l'or qui jette ses pâles reflets sur la glèbe humide.
Midas, dégoûté de la richesse, préférait à tout les forêts et les champs et le dieu
Pan qui a pour séjour ordinaire les antres des montagnes ; mais son intelligence
était demeurée épaisse et sa sottise allait lui être fatale encore une fois. Dominant
une vaste étendue de mer, le Tmolus dresse à une grande hauteur sa cime
escarpée et il allonge ses deux flancs, d'un côté jusqu'à Sardes, de l'autre jusqu'à
l'humble Hypaepa. Là Pan vantait aux jeunes nymphes son talent musical et
modulait des airs légers sur ses roseaux enduits de cire ; il eut alors l'audace de
dire avec mépris que les accords d'Apollon ne valaient pas les siens ; soumettant
le débat au Tmolus, il engagea une lutte inégale. Le vieillard pris pour juge
s'assied sur sa montagne et il écarte de ses oreilles les arbres de la forêt ;
seulement des feuilles de chêne couronnent sa chevelure bleuâtre ; des glands
pendent autour des méplats de ses tempes. Regardant le dieu des troupeaux , «
Le juge est prêt », dit-il. Pan fait résonner sa flûte rustique, dont la sauvage
harmonie charme Midas, alors présent à côté du musicien ; lorsque Pan a
terminé, le dieu du Tmolus se tourne vers Phébus ; la forêt qui l'entoure suit le
mouvement de son visage. Phébus, dont la tête blonde est couronnée d'un laurier
cueilli sur le Parnasse, balaie la terre de sa robe, teinte dans la pourpre de Tyr ;
sa lyre, sertie de pierreries et d'ivoire de l'Inde, est posée sur sa main gauche ;
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l'autre tient le plectre ; son attitude même révèle un maître de l'art. Alors son
pouce habile fait vibrer les cordes et, ravi de la douceur de ses accords, Tmolus
invite Pan à reconnaître que la cithare, a vaincu ses roseaux. La sentence rendue
par le dieu de la montagne est approuvée de tous ; il n'est pour l'attaquer et la
déclarer injuste que le seul Midas ; le dieu de Délos ne veut pas que des oreilles
si grossières conservent la forme humaine ; il les allonge, les remplit de poils gris
; il en rend la racine flexible et leur donne la faculté de se mouvoir en tous sens ;
Midas a tout le reste d'unhomme ; il n'est puni que dans cette partie de son corps
; il est coiffé des oreilles de l'animal aux pas lents, celles de l'âne. Il voudrait
cacher une laideur dont il a honte ; il essaie de voiler sa tête sous des bandeaux
de pourpre; mais le serviteur qui avait l'habitude de raccourcir avec le fer ses
longs cheveux s'en est aperçu ; celui-ci n'ose pas révéler la difformité qu'il a
surprise, quoiqu'il brûle de la raconter tout haut et qu'il soit incapable de se taire
; alors il se retire à l'écart et fait un trou dans le sol; il y rapporte, à voix basse,
quelles oreilles il a vues à son maître, il murmure la nouvelle dans la terre
creusée par ses mains ; puis, y rejetant ce qu'il avait enlevé, il enfouit son secret
et, la fosse comblée, il s'éloigne en silence. Une épaisse forêt de roseaux
frissonnants se mit à croître en ces lieux ; quand l'année, ayant achevé son
cours, les eût mûris, ils trahirent le cultivateur ; car, balancés au souffle léger de
l'auster, ils répètent les paroles enfouies par le serviteur, ils publient ce que sont
devenues les oreilles de son maître." 566

"So the Temenidae came to another part of Macedonia and dwelt there, near what
are called the Gardens of Midas, son of Gordias. In these gardens there grow,
without planting, roses, each bearing sixty blossoms and in scent exceeding
every rose anywhere. In these gardens was Silenus captured, as the Macedonians
tell the story; above them is the mountain called Bermius, which none can ascend
because of the cold." 567
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“As Hermogenes says in his Phrygiaka, before the time of Deukalion the
Phrygian’s king was Nannakos. Foreseeing the imminent cataclysm, he gathered
everyone into the temples and made a great lament.” 570
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“Gordium est nomen urbi, quam Sangarius amnis interfluit.” 577
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"Les Mashaouash sont cités dans les textes égyptiens à partir du règne de
Ramsès II, qui les employa comme mercenaires dans ses armées ; il s'agit, sans
doute, de populations d'origine berbère (ceci, d'après l'onomastique) qui s'étaient
imposées en Libye." 586

"[Beginning of the victory which his majesty achieved in the land of Libya]...i,
Ekwesh ('-k'-w'-s'), Teresh (Tw-rw-s'), Luka (Rw-kw), Sherden (S'-r'-d-n),
Shekelesh (S'-k-rw-s'), Northerners coming from all lands." 587

"...the third season, saying : "The wretched, fallen chief of Libya, Meryey
(M-r'-y'-yw-y), son of Ded (Dy-d), has fallen upon the country of Tehenu with his
bowmen...Sherden ([S]'-r'-d-n), Shekelesh (S'-k-rw-s'), Ekwesh ('-k'-w'-s'), Luka
(Rw-kw), Teresh (Tw-ry-s'), taking the best of every warrior and every man of war
(phrr) of his country. He has brought his wife and his children... leaders of the
camp, and he has reached the western boundary in the fields of Perire." 588
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"They spend their time going about the land, fighting, to fill their bodies daily.
They come to the land of Egypt, to seek the necessities of their mouths; their
desire is..." 589
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"The King himself says to the officials, the companions, and every leader of the
infantry and chariotry who is in the presence of his majesty : "Bring forth
equipement ! Send out troops to destroy the rebellious [countries] which know
not Egypt, through the Strength of my fa[ther A]mon !" 593
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"The land of Temeh comes together in one place in Libya,..., and Meshwesh
(M-s'-w'-s'),..." 595

"The land of Temeh is spread out, they flee. The Meshwesh are hung up in their
land, their plant is uprooted, there is not for them a survivor." 596

"As for Ded (Dy-dy), Meshken (M-s'-k,n), Meryey (M-r.'.-y'-yw) and Wermer
(Wrc-m-r'), Themer (T'-m-r'), and every hostile chief who crossed the border of
Egypt from Libya, he hath set fire from front to rear..." 597

"On vint dire à Sa Majesté : "Les Tjehenou arrivent, ils ont conspiré et forment
maintenant un tout unique, sans limites, comprenant les Libou [peuple d'Asie
Mineure, qui donna son nom au pays même], les Seped et les Mashaouash
[peuple d'origine berbère installé à l'ouest depuis la XVIIIe dynastie] ; les pays
rassemblés s'élancent furieusement contre le Pays bien-aimé." 599

"The northern countries are unquiet in their limbs, even the Peleset (Pw-r'-s'-ty),
the Thekel (T'-k-k['-r']), who devasted their land. Their soul came in the last
extremity. They were warriors (t-h-r') upon land, also in the sea." 600



601

602

"Année 8 du règne de (Ramsès III) "Les pays étrangers (les Peuples de la Mer)
firent une conspiration (?) dans leurs îles. Tous les pays furent bousculés
sur-le-champ et éparpillés au combat. Aucun pays ne put résister devant leurs
armes depuis le Hatti, Kode, Karkemish, Arsawa et Alashya, tous détruits d'un
seul coup. Un camp fut établi en un endroit d'Amurru. Ils désolèrent son peuple et
son pays fut comme s'il n'avait jamais existé. Ils se dirigèrent vers l'Egypte tandis
qu'un feu était disposé devant eux. Leur confédération comprenait les Peleset
(les Philistins), les Tjekker, les Shekelesh, les Denye(n) et les Weshesh, pays unis
(entre eux)..." 601

"Those who reached my boundary, their seed is not; their heart and their soul are
finished forever and ever. As for those who had assembled before them on the
sea, the full flame was in their front before the habor-mouths, and a wall of metal
upon the shore surrounded them." 602

"As for the (chief of) Meshwesh (M-s'-w', sic!), since he appeared, he went to one
place, his land with him, and invaded the Tehenu, who were made ashes, spoiled
and desolated were their cities, their seed was not." 604 "They [disregarded] the
beauty of this god who slays the invader of Egypt, saying...: "We will settle in
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Egypt." So spake they with one accord, and they continually entered the
boundaries of Egypt. Then was prepared for them death...of the [mighty]
god,...[who brightens] the heaven more than the sun, [mighty] with their hand
before him. They were numerous... Amon was his protection, his hand was with
him, to confound their faces, to destroy them." 605

"Meshesher (M-s'-s'-r), son of Keper (K'-pw-r)...laid low at the feet of his majesty."
606 "The land of Meshwesh is desolated at one time, the Libyans and the Seped
are destroyed, their seed is not..." 607

"Ce sont les Libou qui ont causé notre confusion, de même que la leur, car nous
avons écouté leurs conseils et, maintenant, notre chaleur est ravie et nous
sommes, comme eux, sur la voie du malheur. Que ceci soit pour nous une leçon,
pour le temps éternel et infini." 608

"I made Egypt into many classes, consisting of: butlers of the palace, great
princes, numerous infantry, and chariotry, by the hundred-thousand; Sherden
(S'-r'-d'-n'), and Kehek (Khk), without number, attendants by the ten-thousand;
and serf-labourers of Egypt." 610
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"I extended all the boundaries of Egypt; I overthrew those who invaded them from
their lands. I slew the Denyen (D'-yn-yw-n') in their isles, the Thekel (T'-k-r') and
the Peleset (Pw-r'-s'-ty) were made ashes. The Sherden and the Weshesh (W'-s-s)
of the sea, they were made as those that exist not, taken captive at one time,
brought as captives to Egypt, like the sand of the shore." 611

"I laid low the Meshwesh, the Libyans, the Esbet ('-s'-b'-t'), the Keykesh
(K'-y-k'-s'), the Shai (S'-y), the Hes (H'-s') and the Beken (B-k'-n'); they were
overthrown in their blood and made heaps." 612
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"In my accession year: 20 000 Musku with their five kings, who had held for 50
years the lands Alzu and Purulumzu-bearers of tribute and title to the god Assur,
my lord-(the Musku), whom no king had ever repelled in battle, being confident of
their strength they came down (and) captured the land Katmuhu. With the support
of the god Assur, my lord, I put my chariotry and army in readiness (and), not
waiting for my rear guard, I traversed the rough terrain of Mount Kasiari. I fought
with their 20 000 men-at-arms and five kings in the land Katmuhu. I brought about
their defeat. Like a storm demon I piled up the corpses of their warriors on the
battlefield (and) made their blood flow into the hollows and plains of the
mountains. I cut off their heads (and) stacked them like grain piles around their
cities. I brought out their booty, property, (and) possessions without number. I
took the remaining 6 000 of their troops who had fled from my weapons (and)
submitted to me and regarded them as people of my land." 614

"The Mushki were newcomers in this area, but it is unlikely that we can see their
20.000 warriors of the twelfth century as identical with Macedonian Phrygians
who would have fought their way through the remnants of the Hittite Empire from
the Trojan coast to the Tigris, changing their name in the process. The
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association Mushki and Kashka seems more probable, suggesting a northeast
Anatolian origin for these two groups of anti-Hittite forces." 619

"(Thus) I became lord of [the entire land of the Musku] (and) added (it) to the
borders of my land." 621

"At that time all the Qumânu, who had agreed to assist the land Musri, mustered
their entire territories and took up a position to do battle and conflict. With the
onslaught of my fierce weapons I fought with their 20 000 extensive troops at
Mount Tala (and) brought about their defeat. I broke up their mighty force (and)
pursued them in their retreat as far as Mount Harusa which is before the land
Musri. I spread out the corpses of their warriors on mountain ledges like sheep
(and) made their blood flow into the hollows and plains of the mountains. I
conquered their great towns, burnt, razed, (and) destroyed (them) and turned
(them) into ruin hills." 623
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"In that year, in the month Tammuz, the city [...] of the Mus[ku...]" 625 "In that year,
in the month Sivan, he uprooted the troops of the land of Musri." 626
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"...son of Tukulti-Ninurta, likewise king of the world, king of Assyria, a conqueror
from the Upper Sea to the Lower Sea (to wit) the countries Hatti, Luhuti, Adri,
Lebanon (Lab-na-na), Que, Tabali, Militene (Me-li-di); who has visited sources of
(both) the Tigris and the Euphrates." 632

“Nel mio 22° anno di regno per la ventiduesima volta attraversai l’Eufrate.
Ricevetti i tributi da tutti i [re] del paese di Hatti. Partii dal paese di Hatti.
Attraversai il monte [...]inzini; ricevetti tributi dal paese di Melid. Attraversai il
monte Timur; scesi nella città di Tuatti [...] del paese di Tabal. Distrussi, devastai,
bruciai le loro città. Quanto a Tuatti, lo splendore di Assur che ispira terrore, mio
signore, lo sopraffece, e per salvarsi la vita egli si rinchiuse nella sua città. Io
assediai la città di Artulu (?), la città reale. Suo figlio Kikki temette la battaglia e si
gettó ai miei piedi. Ricevetti il suo tributo e ugualmente ricevetti tributi dai venti
re di Tabal 633 . Salii sul monte Tunni, la montagna d’argento. Partii dal monte
Tunni e scesi nelle città di Puhame del paese di Hubuskia.” 634
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"From the mountain Amanus I departed, crossed the Orontes river (A-ra-an-tu)
and approached Alimush, the fortress town of Sapalume from Hattina. To save
his life, Sapalume from Hattina [called for] Ahuni, man of Adini, Sangara from
Carchemish, Haianu from Sam'al, Kate from Que, Pihirim from Hilukka, Bur-Anate
from Iasbuq, ..." 640

"The tribute of the country Musri; I received from him camels whose backs were
doubled, a river ox, a sakea-animal (rhinoceros), a susu-antelope, elephants,
bazitu- (and) uqupu-monkeys." 646

"1200 chars, 1200 cavaliers, 2000 soldats d'Adadezer de Damas, 700 chars, 700
cavaliers, 10 000 soldats d'Irhuleni d'Hamath, 2000 chars, 10000 soldats d'Achad
l'Israélite, 500 soldats de Que, 1000 soldats de Musri, 10 chars, 10000 soldats
d'Irqanata, 200 soldats de Matinuba'lu d'Arvad, 200 soldats d'Usanata, 30 chars,
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1[0?]000 (?) soldats d'Aunuba'lu de Sian, 1000 chameaux de Gindibu' d'Arabie, [
]000 soldats de Ba'sa, fils de Ruhubi d'Ammon" 647

"[I received] the tribute of Kushtashpi of Commagene (Kummuhu), Urik of Qu'e,
Sibitti-be'l of Byblos, ...Enil of Hamath, Panammu of Sam'al, Tarhulara of
Gumgum, Sulumal of Militene, Uassurme of Tabal, Ushhitti of Tuna, Urballa of
Tuhana, Tuhamme of Ishtunda, ...[Ma]tan-be'l of Arvad, Sanipu of Bit-Ammon,
Salamanu of Moab, ...Mitinti of Ashkelon, Jehoahaz (Ia-ù-ha-zi) of Judah
(Ia-ù-da-a-a), Kaushmalaku of Edom (U-du-mu-a-a), Muzr[i...], Hanno
(Ha-a-nu-ù-nu) of Gaza (Ha-za-at-a-a)" 648

"I received tribute from Kushtashpi of Commagene (Kummuhu), Rezon
(Ra-hi-a-nu) of Damascus (Sa-imerisu), Menahem of Samaria (Me-ni-hi-im-me
Sa-me-ri-na-a-a), Hiram (Hi-ru-um-mu) of Tyre, Sibitti-bi'li of Byblos, Urikki of
Qu'e, Pisiris of Carchemish, I'nil of Hamath, Panammu of Sam'al, Tarhulara of
Gurgum, Sulumal of Militene, Dadilu of Kaska, Uassurme of Tabal, Ushhitti of
Tuna, Urballa of Tuhana, Tuhamme of Ishtunda, Urimme of Hubishna (and)
Zabibe, the queen of Arabia..." 649
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"(Sargon)...who caught the Greeks who (live on islands) in the sea, like fish, who
exterminated Kasku, all Tabali and Cilicia (Hilakku), who chased away Midas
(Mi-ta-a) king of Musku, who defeated Musur (Mu-su-ri) in Rapihu..." 657
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"In the fifth year of my rule, Pisiri of Carchemish broke the oath sworn by the
great gods and wrote messages to Midas (Mi-ta-a), king of Mushki, (full) of hostile
plans against Assyria" 659

"12 fine (big) horses from Musri which have not their equals in this country" 660



“The reaction of Sargon, king of Assyria, to the news that Midas, king of the
Phrygians, has made friendly advances to the Assyrians. “1The king's word to
Assur-sarru-u[sur] : I am well, the land of Assyria is well, may you (therefore) be
glad. 3As to what you wrote to me, saying: “A messenger [of] Mita the Phrygian
has come to me, bringing me 14 men of Que whom Urik had sent to Urartu as an
embassy”_this is extremely good. My gods, Assur, Samas, Bel, (and) Nabu have
now taken action, and in the middle of battle has [not ?] our [...], the Phrygian,
given us his word, and become our ally? 10As to what you wrote to me saying:
“I shall not send my messenger to the Phrygian without (the permission of) the
king my lord”_now I am indeed writing to you, (to say that) your messenger
should never be away from the Phrygian('s court). Send him friendly messages,
and hear constantly what his counsel may be, until I am free. 16As to what you
wrote to me, saying: “Just as he send to me the subjects of the king my lord,
shall I send him his subjects?”_ send (them) to him, (so that) soon his heart may
be appeased towards us. Whether (there are) 100 men ? or ? (only) 10, send him
(a message) like this, saying: “I wrote to the king my lord (about the men of Que
whom you sent to me, and he was extremely pleased, and in reply [(...)] he wrote
to me, saying that I should not keep a single one of the Phrygians under me, but
that I was to send [them all(?)] to Mita, (and so), at the command of the king my
lord, I am sending you [these] men.” 26As to what you wrote to me, saying: “A
messenger of Urbal'a came to me for an audience, with the Phrygian
messenger”_let him come. Let Assur, Samas, Bel, and Nabu give the word, (and)
all these kings will polish your sandal(s) with their beards. 31As to what you
wrote to me, saying: “Kilar [has requested from] me 4 districts, saying: “Let them
give (them) to me'"_when you have given [those] 4 districts to Kilar, will he not
become your equal, and over what will you yourself be exercising (your)
governorship? Say to him as follows: “Before, you were afraid of the Phrygian,
(but) now the Phrygian has made peace with us, so what are you afraid of? Now
eat your bread (and) drink your water (under) the shadow of the king my lord,
(and) be glad. Have no anxiety with regard to the Phrygian.” 43As to what you
wrote to me, saying:”Urbal'a [has written (?)] to me about the fact that the men of
Atuna and the men of Istuanda came and captured (the) villages [(...)] of
Bit-Paruta, [...] from? the king my lord (...)"_now (that) the Phrygian has made
peace with us,...., what will all the kings of Tabal (be able to) do in future? You,
from this side, and the Phrygian, from that side, will squeeze them, so that soon
you will tie your rope? with them. My gods, Assur, Samas, Bel, and Nabu have
taken action now, (and) this land will be trodden under your feet. Move around as
you choose, (and) do whatever work you have; cut (short) the long, (and)..., until I
(can) come (and) give you work as far as I am able. 57About Ba?[...,...] I have
heard his case in full. The day you see this letter, appoint his son in his place
over his men, (and) see that his people are assembled and waiting. If he wishes,
let him take them over the mountains, and settle them, or else, let them wait here,
(and) let one of your “third-riders” pick him up post-haste, (and) encourage him,
and soon I shall send his people who are delaying here, and he will go (too? and)
enter his house. 66Aplaya_him together with his people_ let your messenger
bring them to me, whether (they are) men of Babylon, Borsippa, Kish, Nippur,
Uruk, the land of Der,...” 663
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“No record exists of the Assyrian annexation of the Central Taurus states
-Tuhana (Urbal'a), Atuna, and Istuanda in particular- and hence they must still
have been independent in 709 B.C. Although Matti of Atuna sent his submission
in 713 B.C., enough time had intervened for him to have forgotten the example of
Ambaris.” 666

"Voici la postérité des fils de Noé, Sem, Cham et Japhet. Il leur naquit des fils
après le déluge. 2 Les fils de Japhet furent: Golmer, Magog, Madaï, Javan, Tubal,
Meschec et Tiras. 3 Les fils de Gomer: Askenaz, Riphat et Togarna. 4 Les fils de
Javan: Elischa, Tarsis, Kittim et Dodamin. 5 C'est par eux qu'ont été peuplées les
îles des nations selon leurs terres, leurs langues, selon leurs familles, selon leurs
nations."668
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"Javan, Tubal et Meschec trafiquaient avec toi, Ils donnaient des esclaves et des
ustensiles d'airain En échange de tes marchandises." 671

11 "L'épée de Babylone fondra sur toi..."

26 "Là sont les Méschec, Tubal et toute la multitude, Et leurs sépultures sont
autour d'eux; Tous les incirconcis sont morts par l'épée, Car ils répandaient la
terreur dans le pays des vivants." 27 "Ils ne sont pas couchés avec les héros,
Ceux qui sont tombés d'entre les incirconcis; Ils sont descendus au séjour des

morts avec leurs armes de guerre, Ils ont mis leurs épées sous leurs têtes, Et
leurs iniquités ont été sur leurs ossements; Car ils étaient la terreur des héros
dans le pays des vivants." 674



676

679

5 "Malheureux que je suis de séjourner à Méshec, D'habiter parmi les tentes de
Kédar! 6 Assez longtemps mon âme a demeuré Auprès de ceux qui haïssent la
paix. 7 Je suis pour la paix; mais dès que je parle, Ils sont pour la guerre." 676

"Pactes de Bar-Ga'yah, roi de Katka, avec Matti'el, fils de 'Attarsamak, roi
[d'Arpad, et pac]tes des fils de Bar-Ga'yah avec les fils de Matti'el et pactes des
petits-fils de Bar-Ga'yah avec la descendance de Matti'el et pactes de Katka avec
les citoyens d'Arpad, et avec ses alliés (?) et avec Aram tout entier, et avec Musri,
et avec ses fils qui s'élèveront après lui, et tout le haut et le bas d'Aram, et avec
tous ceux qui ont accès au palais royal." 679





686

"For if the Muski had occupied territory in the Armenian highlands before the
downfall of the Hittite Empire, they must have come from the East or the North,
and cannot therefore be identified with the Phrygians, who were traditionally a
Thracian people." 686



697

"It has already been suggested that the Great King Hartapas 697 with his father the
Great King Mursilis are best explained as successors of Kurunta, king of
Tarhuntassa, whose importance and rank have been so vividly demonstrated by
the recent discoveries at Bo#azköy of the Bronze Tablet bearing the treaty
between him and his cousin Tudhaliyas IV, and of bullae bearing impressions of



698

his seal, on which his name was enclosed in the full royal aedicula of the Late
Empire. Hartapus would thus have based his claim to the Great Kingship, left
vacant by the destruction of Hattusa, on the strenght of his descent through
Muwatallis II from Suppiluliumas I. This would appear to reflect exactly on the
Anatolian plateau the claims in the Empire in Syria of the king of Karkamis,
Kuzi-Tesub, member of a dynasty with equal status which Kurunta has been
expressly awarded on the Bronze Tablet." 698



706

710

"The two most important Tabalian kings to judge from the written monuments of
Anatolia, were Wasu-Sarmas (Wassurme) and Warpalawas (Urballa)." 706

"On the one hand Tarhunzas and Hebats (sits), (and on the other) Ea and Kubaba
(sits) and on the other Saruwas and Alasuwas sits." 710



721

"Whosoever …ed this place no one strengthened it, but Sarwatiwaras did it by
the help and goodness of Wasusarmas" 721



724

"Against me in Parzuta there were seven king(s) of lesser and greater rank... and
three kings were favourable to me... The names of the three kings follow." 724



735

"I (am) Parahwaras, son of Atis, grandson of Nunas. For me my lord Sarmas ....ed
favourably. and for me the kings ....ed favourably. and for me Masaurhisas the
king stood favourably. and I was commander to the army." 735















779

781

"Cependant rien ne prouve que la Tyanide ait jamais été pour les Phrygiens une
zone de peuplement et que les inscriptions paléo-phrygiennes soient à attendre
en dehors de Tyane même." 779

"L'archéologie -notamment les fouilles de Porsuk (à une cinquantaine de km au
Sud de Tyane- atteste des contacts avec les Phrygiens pour la deuxième moitié
du VIIIe siècle et le VIIe (niveau III de Porsuk, Dupré, pp. 111-112). Si les
importations phrygiennes sont rares, la céramique et l'iconographie des
monuments inscrits ou anépigraphes révèlent une influence phrygienne
indéniable." 781

























828

"Est-ce à une origine nordique ou à tout le moins balkanique que les Phrygiens
doivent la forme particulière des façades de leurs tombes ? La réponse eut été
affirmative voilà 50 ans. Aujourd'hui, on se demande si chez les Phrygiens
comme chez les Lydiens de la côte sud, ce type de façade à double pente ne
reproduisait pas simplement des modèles d'architecture de bois dont la forme
répondait à des exigences techniques." 828































957

"There are squat "megara", rectangular main rooms with their rear walls set
against scarps in a slope of the terrain, strengthened by posts in the masonry;
the front of such houses often is an open porch." 957

















1007

“The entire site would thus appear to have been constructed at one time, for a
specific purpose. The paucity of associated finds, as noted by previous
researchers, suggests that the site was used only sporadically. Earlier studies
have proposed a military function for this large-scale building project, perhaps as
a secure retreat in times of threat.“ 1007









1031

"The small towns in Phrygian citadels of Central Anatolia are very similar in type.
This system can be seen to have spread to the North in Ma#at Höyük." 1031



"Architecturalement, cette période nous demeure à peu près inconnue à Porsuk
en raison du caractère limité des sondages effectués." 1042



1042















1069

1071

"The basic type of tumulus interment is native to Eastern Europe and Black Sea
lands, and the particular variety common at Gordion during the period, featuring
a stone-capped wooden tomb, is known in Iron-Age Thrace, in an area generally
connected with that of the pottery stampers. " 1069

"Les Phrygiens cependant qui habitent des régions de plaine pauvres en forêts,
et qui ne disposent donc pas de bois, choisissent des buttes naturelles, ils y
ouvrent des excavations en leur milieu, percent des passages et élargissent ces
espaces autant que le permet la nature du lieu. Liant, par-dessus, de grosses
branches les unes aux autres, ils forment un cône qu'ils recouvrent de roseaux et
de sarments, et ils entassent d'énormes mottes de terre sur ces habitations. Ce
type de couverture assure des hivers très chauds et des étés très frais. Certains
utilisent les plantes des marais comme couverture des huttes qu'ils construisent.
Chez d'autres peuples encore et en divers lieux, c'est d'une manière exactement
semblable qu'est réalisée la construction des cabanes." 1071



1077

"The earth was piled in over this ring from all sides, so that the stratification
showed a gentle slope from the perimeter downward toward the center." 1077



"This tomb presented the unusual feature of a protective wall of logs all around



1086

1091

the tomb itself; but here the scale of the operation demanded it, and probably an
estimate of the weight and the lateral pressure of the rubble which surrounded
and covered it." 1086

« Spicy meal of sheep or goat and pulses was eaten by mourners at a feast before
the interment.” “Other compounds indicates that the meat was first barbecued
before being cut off the bone and seasoned with Mediterranean herbs and
spices” “We also identified a mixed fermented beverage of grape wine, barley
beer and honey mead, in the most comprehensive Iron Age drinking set ever
found, comprising numerous bronze mixing and serving vessels and more than
100 bowls.” 1091



1094

1098

"Apparently, the Phrygians tumulus builders were aware of the potential of the
material they used and laid it down with a view to waterproofing the tomb from
above as well as reducing the pressure to be carried by its roof." 1094

"It would seem that the pegs had served to carry hangings of cloth in front of the
wooden walls of the tomb all around. No doubt these hangings were in imitation
of cloth hangings in the room occupied by the child while it was living." 1098



1106

"The composition and thickness of a natural layer (IV) under this first layer and
the hardpan (V), is unclear. Whether hardpan lay to any height at the sides of the
pit is therefore unknown" 1106





1116

"This is the only example of this simple kind of interment under a tumulus known
so fare in Gordion, but since the gifts were of the usual sort, there may have been
some Early Phrygian tradition for such a custom." 1116

"It is the author's theory that the pit was occasionally filled with varying amounts
of standing water held for lengths of time by the unbreached floor and walls of



1119

hardpan." 1119



1128

"Many tumuli remain to be investigated, hence it cannot be asserted that the
tomb contained Phrygia's earliest king. Nor do we know that the first king
initiated tumulus burials in Phrygia." 1128







1150

1152

"In Ankara, the Great Tumulus opened by METU is generally comparable in scope
and date to wealthy tumuli of the Early Phrygian period at Gordion, including III,
while two smaller tumuli excavated under the same auspices (METU I and II) may
belong to the end of the period." 1150

"This Phrygian burial custom, well attested also at Ankara, did not reach the
Bo#azköy area, but tumuli began to be built in the seventh century B.C. as grave
markers in many parts of Anatolia, with special modifications in Lydia, and hybrid
continuations to the Persian and Hellenistic periods else where. The tumuli at
Kerkenes Da# await a modern investigation. The Phrygian cremation burials
found near Temple I in Bo#azköy are burials of commoners not so different from
their counterparts in the common cemetery at Gordion, where cremations also
occurs in tumuli from the seventh century on." 1152





1163

“This tumulus certainly lay outside the territory of Phrygia yet the burial goods
would have unhesitatingly been designated Phrygian had they appeared on the
market or at Gordion. With so little metalwork contemporary with the tumuli at
Gordion known from Central Anatolia it is not possible to assign individual pieces
to metalworking centers.” 1163





















1232

"Warpalawas portait-il, comme en conclut Rainer Maria Boehmer en se fondant
sur les ornements du textile et la fibule un costume tout entier importé de
Phrygie, voire même envoyé en cadeau par le roi phrygien ?" 1232









1267

"In my opinion, a school of art based on local tradition must have developed in
this region with Kululu as center. This school was always open to influences from
neighbouring principalities and from Assur." 1267



1270

“We cannot truly label the early cult places of the Phrygian goddess (and her
adjunct) “high places”, but the preference for the making of stepped, inscribed,
aniconic altars at high locations, on the citadel of Midas City, at Dünrek, or the
spectacular hill of Kalehisar, suggest a cult which thrives best in the free air of
the mountains, overlooking plains, forests, rivers, and the wildlife which were the
goddess’s concern.“ 1270







1289

"Potters made vessels --not rim sherds, nor painted sherds, nor body sherds-- for
people to use in specific ways." 1289







1306

“The fluted and knobbed pots came out of the south-eastward movement of
Hungarian ‘Gava’ urnfields, along the lower Danube and into north-western
Bulgaria.” 1306



1316

"The presence of any pottery of any given state at any given site is no evidence
for the activity of traders (or indeed settlers) from that state at that site." 1316



1324

"The differences could be chronological in nature, or they could reflect regional,
perhaps tribal variation." 1324



1328

1330

"From the archaeological point of view, however, it seems likely that what we call
Phrygian civilization emerged in Anatolia from an amalgam of European and
Anatolian elements." 1328

«Coexistence of Hittites and Phrygians is surely critical to the notion that Early
Iron Age pottery of handmade manufacture developed into wheelmade gray
wares primarily as a result of close contact with local potters working in Late
Bronze Age traditions." 1330



1332

"The Late Bronze ceramic sequence, as analysed by Ann Gunter, extends
typologically to the end of the Hittite Empire, suggesting that Anatolians
continued to occupy the site at least until the Hittite collapse, c. 1200 B.C. In the
absence of a clear stratigraphical marker in the limited soundings to indicate
either abandonment or destruction, an integrated Euro-Anatolian community is
possible. Indirect ceramic evidence could suggest a cultural overlap." 1332



1340

"The YHSS 7A phase of the EIA may represent an early episode in the Phrygian
occupation of Gordion…" 1340

"Historical and ethnographic studies show that more than one ethnic or social



1341

group (or ceramic assemblage) can be found side by side in a given geographical
region, and this is, after all, a transitional period." 1341





1360

"This ware is the first sign of European traits (and migrants) across the Halys."
1360



1371

"All this pottery, at Elaz##, at Erzurum and the north-western Iran, seems to be
intrusive from Transcaucasia. On the other hand, it seems to be at home in
eastern Georgia." 1371















1424

"All four, 222-225, conceivably belong to a time of cultural intermingling, when
indigenous potters were learning from newcomers the technique of reduction
firing and applying it to their own ceramic tradition." 1424

















1476

"Some, single circles, are admittedly simple motifs that could surface
independently almost anywhere, but others of a more complex nature correspond
so well to designs at Gordion that coincidence is unlikely." 1476







1502

"they would imply an infiltration of Balkan elements that was later than that
represented by exclusively monochrome tradition of Early Handmade." 1502





1519

1521

« Loin d’être nés spontanément, ces décors semblent être la systématisation de
jeux de hachures simples dont les premières manifestations remontent à
Hassuna sinon, si l’on en croit René Huyghe, au Paléolithique.» 1519

« Que le décor en damier de la céramique phrygienne relève, tout en le faisant
évoluer, du principe du damier pourrait de même nous inciter à envisager à
nouveau les rapports cycladiques et mycéniens au premier art grec en regard
d’antécédents anatoliens et proche-orientaux. » 1521





1533

"As can be now seen, the ceramic contents of the tomb, especially the painted
vessels that attracted Akurgal the most, include much that does not conform to
regular Early Phrygian practice." 1533









1568

1572

"Since the finer ware is essentially the same as the wares from Gordion, it may be
called "Phrygian" 1568

“Each region creates its own basic ceramic repertoire and the pottery of the
Phrygian period is linked by details of decoration and shape over an area
extending from Gordion east across the Halys and south towards Konya,
Göllüda#, Kemerhi#ar and Porsuk, and west to Midas City.“ 1572



1577

1581

"The Iron Age representation of stylised deer may go back to this root and may
be thought of as renderings of sacred animals." 1577

"L'aire de répartition des trouvailles, spécialement abondantes à Ali#ar et à
Bo#azköy, puis à Ma#at et dans les régions de Tokat et de Kültepe, indique
clairement que le centre de production de ce style se situe dans la boucle du
Halys, peut-être à Ali#ar même ; partout ailleurs, les documents sont isolés, aussi
bien à Gordion et à Konya qu'au Göllüda#, à Tepeba#lar#, Malatya et Tell Halaf."
1581





1597

"In this period the large area bordered by Sivas -Malatya in the East, by the Halys-
Kizilirmak in the west, the Black Sea to the North and the Taurus mountains in the
South, was exclusively using this kind of pottery. It looks as if the pottery comes
out of the same mould over the entire area, and even the tracing of local variants
is difficult." 1597





1606

"The workshops must have been in the region between Avanos-Ali#ar and Zile or
nearby." 1606



1609

"This convention differs from the representations of stylised stags antlers known
to date in Anatolia." 1609







1625

"The natural connections are to the south towards the Bo#azköy region and the
Kayseri area and this is where the closest parallel are found, whilst the physically
distinct area of the kingdom of Urartu to the East displays no apparent similarity
in its pottery. Neither is there any similarity in this material to that of the coastal
region where the wares found by James Dengate were cruder, the forms different
and there was almost no painted ware." 1625





1646

"Some scholars contend that sites south of the Halys, even those with Phrygian
writing (Tyana) and pottery (Kültepe, Göllüda#, Tepeba#lar#, Porsuk) are in Tabal
and they may not properly be designated Phrygian." 1646







1663

1669

"Aucun élément, à vrai dire, n'atteste que la fondation du niveau III de Porsuk
remonte à une date aussi haute que le début du VIIIe s. ; la présence du bloc
inscrit permet en revanche d'assurer qu'elle était réalisée aux alentours de 740
av. J.-C., sans être nécessairement antérieure de beaucoup au milieu du VIIIe s."
1663

"Inconnu en Anatolie centrale, ce type d'ornementation semble, par la faveur qu'il
connaît à Porsuk, constituer un véritable style local ; l'esprit est assez proche de
celui dans lequel est traitée la céramique cilicienne du Fer Moyen, ou celle de
l'Anatolie du Sud-Ouest, mais la production du site ne paraît liée à aucun de ces
groupes par des affinités vraiment précises." 1669



"The Ali#ar kraters suddenly seem like an impoverished single-track imitation of
a more imaginative Göllüda# animal style; only chronological analysis will tell."



1677

1677





























1845

"Doubtless there are distinct regional differences, but there is a strong overall
similarity throughout this painted pottery tradition. To pick only part of it (from
Alisar IV) and identify it as Mushkian (Greater Phrygian) in the absence of
corroborative evidence might be unwise." 1845





1850

"In this light, Phrygia, the Halys region and North Syria can be looked upon as
providing a useful basis, but certainly they are only parts of a much larger total
picture which cannot yet be defined with precision." 1850



1855

1857

"Cultural ties between the eastern plateau and North Syria were generally close
and strong, viz., Hieroglyphic Luwian, and thus it is reasonable to view the
painted pottery of the Halys region as an extension -modified, to be sure- of
Syrian tradition." 1855

"This narrow definition is intended to suggest an ethnic and linguistic distinction
among the Iron Age People of Central Anatolia, since it can be demonstrated that
contemporary centers on the eastern plateau were populated by Phrygians." 1857





















1908

"I suggest that the procession represents gift bearers from King Midas in the year
710/709 B.C., the year Phrygia was attacked from Cilicia by Sargon's agents." 1908

























2008

”Bronzes from Tumulus MM, on the other hand, leave little doubt regarding their
foreign origins. The well-known pair of cauldrons with siren attachments surely
made their way to Gordion from a North Syrian center.” 2008



2016

"If this funerary feast reflects what he ate and drank in his life, Midas benefited
from a high-protein diet and the enhanced antioxidant and nutritional content of a
fermented beverage." 2016





2030

"The tactics probably combined long range warfare using chariot and cavalry
with man-to-man combat at close quarters. Weapons from Gordion suggest to us
that in the post-Cimmerian periods the Phrygian army and foreign garrisons
mainly carried on defensive warfare where long-range weapons were more
important." 2030



2034

"Although there may have been some imported iron objects and some foreign
forms copied at Gordion are primarily based on traditions of Bronze Age Anatolia.
A few types can be directly associated with the Hittites, but none apparently can
be traced to the Bronze Age cultures of Thrace, Macedonia or the Balkans, the
traditional homeland of the Phrygians. Ironworking had a late start in those areas,
although iron deposits of Thrace are known to have been worked in ancient
times. It is more likely that the Phrygians learned the techniques of ironworking
once they had settled in Anatolia. That their iron tools were based on native
Anatolian metal types rather than on forms newly introduced to Anatolia, is
further evidence that the technique of ironworking was a skill the Phrygians
acquired after they arrived in Anatolia." 2034









2060

"Finds in this tombs in the Elmal# valley suggest Phrygian contact, if not the
presence of the Phrygians themselves, in the southern Anatolia." 2060





2074

”If each individual design is considered separately, a complex pattern emerges.
However, if each family of main designs is considered as a group, a simple
scheme appears.” 2074



























"Whether it was constructed specifically for the child is less sure; its very
construction must have taken considerable time. If construction started only after
the death of the child, the body would have had to be kept somehow until the



2133

tomb was ready to receive it. On the other hand the death of a young child is not
easy to predict much in advance of its occurrence, and a start of construction of
a tomb for a child before its death is unlikely." 2133

















2174

"Ideally, one would like to compare the organization of textile production center
such as the Phrygians capital with textile workshop in secondary sites or in
household contexts. The extent of Phrygian culture and economic influence is
only hinted by at the presence of Phrygian pottery at other Anatolian sites." 2174



















2235

“On peut se demander si les traits communs aux vases grecs et phrygiens ne
s'expliquent pas par la commune appartenance de ces céramiques à un style
géométrique, dont le domaine a couvert, à la fin du IIème millénaire et au début
du Ier millénaire avant l'ère chrétienne, une grande partie du Proche-Orient et de
l'Europe centrale et méridionale.” 2235
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